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THAT AMBASSADOR CASTRO IS UMENTK’JSl ASTIC ABOUT THE C RDSF,AM. 

INTO OCT-01 ADS-DO CtftE-OB DODc-00 PK-D5 H-D2 1HF.-10 HE HAS VIGOROUSLY SUPPORTED IT, A'.iD HAS EEEr: PARTICULARLY 

1-03 NSAE-00 NSC- 05 PA-02 SP-02 SS-IS ICA-1S VIGOROUS !K APPROACHING THE ARGENTINE GOVERNMENT ABOUT 

HA-05 /£80 R RELEASING THOSE PRISONERS WHO HAVE INDICATED THEY WANT TO 

COME TO THE UNITED STATES. END QUOTE. 

2. foil OWING FOR YOUR INFORMATION ISGUIDANCE PREPARED 
UNCLASSIFIED FOR NOON BRIEFING APRIL 2E, CONCERNING ARREST OF LAEOR 

LEADERS < NO QUESTIONS ASKED): 

QUOTE: DO YOU HAVE ANY COMMENT OH THE ARGENTINE GOVERN- 
MENT'S ARREST OF 26 UNION LEADERS THE NIGHT BEFORE LAST’ 


A. THE DETENTION OF TRADE UNION LEADERS FOR, ACCORDING 
TO AN ARGENTINE LABOR MINISTRY COMMUNIQUE, ANNOUNCING 
PLANS TO CALL A STRIKE IS AH INFRINGEMENT OF INTER- 
NATIONALLY-RECOGNIZED UNION RIGHTS AMD IS THEREFORE A 
MATTER OF COMCFRK TO US. WE WILL CONTINUE TO FOLLOW THIS 
SITUATION CLOSELY AND HOPE THAT THE ARGENTINE GOVERNMENT 
WILL RELEASE THE DETAINED LEADERS PROMPTLY. END QUOTE. VANCE 


TAGS: SHUM, AR 

SUBJECT: DEPARTMENT SPOKESMAN STATEMENTS AND GUIDANCE 

APRIL 24 AND 25 

1. FOLLOWING FOR YO’JR INFORMATION IS TEXT OF REMARKS MADE 
AT NOON BRIEFING ON APRIL 24 CONCERNING RIGHT OF OPTION 
PROGRAM: 

QUOTE: Q. HOODING, CAN YOU SHED ANY LIGHT ON THIS REPORT 
IN THE POST ABOUT WHY SO FEW SOUTH-AMERICAN, POLITICAL 
EXILES HAVE COME TO THE U.S.? 

A. WELL, THE REPORT HAD SEVERAL COMPONENTS TO IT. YOU ARE 


TALKING ABOUT THE PAROLE POSSIBILITY? 

Q. YES. THE ARGENTINE PEOPLE. 

A. THE ONE FACT IN THAT STORY WHICH IS CORRECT IS THAT ONLY 
TWO PERSONS HAVE BEEN ALLOWED BY THE GOVERNMENT OF ARGENTI- 
NA TO COME TO THE UNITED STATES UNDER THE PROGRAM. THE 
FAILURE OF THE ARGENTINE GOVERNMENT TO COOPERATE FULLY IN 
IMPLEMENTING THIS PROGRAM HAS PRODUCED DISAPPOINTING 
RESULTS THUS FAR. BUT WHILE WE ARE DISAPPOINTED BY THE 
RESULTS, WE THINK IT IS PREMATURE TO CALL THE PROGRAM A 
FAILURE. 

THE NUMBER OF PRISONERS WHO HAVE BEEN INTERVIEWED BY U.S. 
OFFICIALS THUS FAR IS NOW SUBSTANTIAL. THE EXPECTATION 
OR THE HOPE, AND CERTAINLY WHAT WE CONTINUE TO PRESS FOR, 

IS THAT MANY OF THESE PRISONERS THAT WE HAVE INTERVIEWED 
WILL BE RELEASED UNDER THE RIGHT OF OPTION TO COME TO THE 
UNITED STATES UNDER OUR PAROLE PROGRAM. 

THE PROGRAM WAS APPROVED IN JUNE, 1S78. THE FIRST 
INTERVIEWS WERE CONDUCTED IN NOVEMBER, 1378. SINCE THAT 
TIME 114 DETAINEES HAVE BEEN INTERVIEWED EY U.S. OFFICIALS 
OUT OF OUR CONSULAR OFFICE THERE. 

PERMISSION HAS JUST BEEN RECEIVED TO INTERVIEW 25 MORE. 
NINETY-SEVEN OF THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN INTERVIEWED HAVE BEEN 
APPROVED FOR ADMISSION TO THE UNITED STATES. WE REGRET 
THAT THE ARGENTINE OFFICIALS HAD NOT PROCESSED THESE 
APPLICATIONS MORE EXPEDI TICUSl Y. 

LET ME JUST SAY ONE OTHER THING FOR THE RECORD. IT IS 
SIMPLY NOT CORRECT TO SAY, AS WAS REPORTED IN THE STORY, 
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